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- MOSCOW, May 26 — Yuri V. Andro-
Pov stepped down today-as head of the

internal-security - _organization,
days after being appointed to a senior
position in the Communist Party secre.
tariat.-r PO d e SRS v b
.. A brief announcement by Tass, the
- Soviet press agency, said the Presidivm
. of the Supreme Soviet, thenominal Par.
liament, had “relieved" Mr.-Andropov
as chalrman of the X.G.B, “In connec.
‘t!i“an with. his assignment. to " other
ﬁmu” '..“.:4_ : L .~ :
Western analysts here believed that
‘Mr. Andropov’s | .from the
-powerful - intelligence - bureaucracy
‘after 15 years as its head improved his
.position as a successor to Leonid I
‘Brezhneyv, the Soviet leader. The ana-
lysts had considered it unlikely that he
‘would be allowed to continue as K.G.B,
-Chairman becavse of the broad powers
\%t z%n;d be concentrated in his hands
‘ifhedid,”. o )
' Vitali*V. Fedorchuk, 4 64-year-old
lifelong X.G.B. officer who has led the
kaagﬁan branch of the secret service
‘since 1970, was appointed ‘to succeed
Mr. Andropov as the agency’s chief.
Mr. Fedorchuk has held no national of-
fice befors, and his most recent writ-
ings, with warnings of ideological sub-
version from Poland, imperialists, “in-
‘ternational -Zjonism™ and - **clerical
- anti-Communism,” sugggest that he is
a hard-line, uncompromising profes-
IO, Ao pGlel, ot
; . ’s departure from the
‘K.G.B., whose Russian initials stand for
Commilttee for State Security, came as
‘little surprise to Western and Soviet
-analysts who have been monitoring the
;political maneuvering in the top Soviet
-leadership since the death of Mikhai) A
‘Suslov last January left vacant the,
-powertul position of chief ideologist.
‘ Reputation for Competence
. Two days ago, Mr. Andropov was
named as one of the 10 permanent sec-
retaries of the Central Committee. Al-
though his specific duties were not an-
bounced, some analysts presumed that
be would take over at least ane of Mr.
Suslov’s responsibilities, which in-
cluded control over ideology as well as

&ll Soviet communications organiza- f

tons,. |

7 At67years old, witha reputation for

““ideological sabotage’ by the West,

- ing no tolerance for any deviation from

‘outside “enemies of socialism.”

- presented a catalogue of other subver-
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“Ukrainian bourgeois nati 518" cwn gt
‘" formula . for - Ukraindan|
émigrés — as. well as “international
Zionism” and: “clerical anti-Commu..
i S S e
_ The twoline Tass announcernent of
Mr. Fedorctiuk’s appointment offered
nohimastothereasooswby the Krem.
lin decided to place. the awesome ma.|
chinery of the X.G.B. in the hands of a
 career officer. The tendency in Moscow
has been to guarantee the “leading
role” of the Communist Party by plac-
ing party careerists at the helm of
powerfagencies, -7t i i
There was some speculation among ]
Western diplomats that the Politture
hadbeen reluctant to give any of its owm
mexfn?reer; ooxgtxﬁ:lo over th;al Kc.SiB., and {
prefe to 2 in a politi ¥ impo-.
tent professional unlikely to endanger
the delicate balance of powers ai the
fop. There was also the possibility that
the aging leaders, aware that a succes.
sion struggle may soon begin and wary
of the meod of their country and de.
teriorating international relations, hadl
decided to bring in a no-nonsense vet-
eran. T - R
A political outsider, especially a non.
Russian, was also less likely to involve
the K.G.B. in any political succession’
fight. T e P
#7 Tdeologleal Vigilance Urged ~ 1.
__Mr. Fedorchuk was chosen for the
K.G.B.leadership over a number of vet.
eran deputies, including two Georgi.
K. Tsinev and Viktor M. Chebrikoy =
who have advanced since the death in{
January of Semyen K. svigun, first|

competence and a background in for.
eign affairs and party work in addition
tothe K.G.B., Mr. Andropovis oftenput
forth as ane of the foremost contenders
'tosucceec}Mr. Brezhnev. .o.i.... .

ko, the Soviet leader’s assistant on the
Politburo. Mr. Chernenko, who by dint
' of his close association with Mr, Brezh-
nev is certain to figure in any succes-
‘sion struggle, has remained prominent
and has laid his own claim to ideologi-
cal Teadership in several recent pro-
nouncements. C
Theappointment of Mr. Fedorchuk to
suceeed Mr. Andropov breaks a long
tradition of naming career party offi-
cials to head the security apparatus. A
Ukrainian, Mr. Fedorchuk has appar-
ently spent his entire career in the
Ukrainian branch of the K.G.B., which
he joined in 1939 at the age of 21. He
holds the rank of colonel-general in the
security service, and is listed asamem.
berof the Politburo, - . - e
- NoTolerance for Deviation ,
. Last_year, Mr. Fedorchuk contrib-
utedanarticletoa Ukrainian-language
ideological journal warning against

and focusing en the purported threat
from Poland. The article followed a
standard Soviet hard.line, demonstrat-

deputy to Mr. Andropov. ;-

Top K.G.B. leaders have appeared
witlgp increased frequency in the na.
tional press, usually to express alarmy
over the East-West ideolosical confren.
tation and to press for greater ideologi~|
cal vigilance. Some of the concern has| .
evidently been prompted by the events
in Poland, but much also seems related.
to the emergence of new Western-ori-
ented or religious trends among youth
and the waning of ideological ortho.
doxy, -which the .K.G.B. careerists
largely attribute to foreign subversion.
- Mr. Fedorchuk’s adherence to these
views makes it most unlikely that the
security apparatus will undergo any
significant change in orientation or
 methodsunder his leadership, - AT B

‘thenarrow Communist path and invari- L
ably tracing these to Western or other

“Mr. Fedorchuk attacked Poland as a
prime *arena for active subversion by
forces Hostile to the socialist system,”
suggesting that the popular movement
in the Ukraine’s Western neighbor had
alarmed the local K.G.B. But he also

sive activities aimed at the “spiritual
decomposition” of the Soviet masses,
especially those “insufficiently hard-
ened ideologically and politically, in-
fected by natlonalist prejudices and
religious intoxicants, or quite simply
morally corrupted.”” S

Mr. Fedorchuk's main culprit is the
United States, but he also attacks

TALT L

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/24 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201910007-3




